
Reception Curriculum Overview 2022 - 2023 

TERM Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Topic All about me Traditional Tales Amazing people Explorers Amazing Animals Fantastic journeys

Key themes Sharing 
Our bodies 
Healthy eating 

PSED focus 

Creating own stories 
Developing a love of 
reading 
Role play 

Nativity play 
Lit/PSED focus

Superheroes 

People who help us 
School community, 
wider community

Space and our 
planet 

Different 
communities 
around the world

Habitats 

Life cycles  

Comparing 
environments

Vehicles 

Holidays 

Transition

Festivals

Harvest/ 
Autumn 

Diwali 
Remembrance 
Christmas

Chinese New Year Easter Eid

Parent involvement Intro to phonics Parents meetings 
Christmas craft 
morning

Phonics for writing Easter craft 
morning 
Parents meetings

Parents accompany 
farm trip (5-8)

End of term picnic



All about 
me



Key texts: Olivers vegetables, Healthy eating, I will never ever eat a tomato (CLPE), 
The family book, The feelings book 
        (Link learning to Understanding the world) 

Suggested book
Week 1 Settling activities/ Harry and the dinosaurs start school

Week 2 Settling activities/ Ruby’s worry

Week 3 Funny bones  -Ask children to bring in baby photos*

Week 4 Owl babies - Ask children to bring in family photos

Week 5 Family theme - Talk about family life and compare to families in the past 

Week 6 It’s ok to be different

Week 7 Autumn/Harvest - Talk about changing seasons & Nat world



Traditional Tales 
 



Traditional tales 

Hook: Giants footsteps leading to a beanstalk 

Key titles 
The enormous turnip (CLPE), Three billy goats gruff, The gingerbread man, Cinderella, The three little pigs. 
This is a guide and does not need to be followed exactly.  You may want to do a story over 2 weeks.  If children need longer on a story then 
there is no need to change it weekly.  Just make sure there is a new LI each day at carpet time to ensure progression. 

Suggested book

Week 1 Diwali - Understanding different beliefs and celebrations

Week 2 Jack and the beanstalk

Week 3 Little red riding hood

Week 4 Traditional tale based on children’s interest - Compare characters from the diff stories and how they lived to 
how we live now e.g the wood cutter lived in a cabin in the woods 

Week 5 A special baby

Week 6 How christmas is celebrated around the world/Other celebrations -Different places of worship

Week 7 Christmas



Amazing People 



Amazing people 

Hooks:, Crime scene, Police visit, Superhero visit 

This is only a guide, if children are not ready to move from a focus carry it on.  These are adaptable. 

Key Titles 

Burglar Bill, Non-fiction books on people who help us 
Supertato, Super daisy, My mummy is a firefighter 

Week 1-3 People who help us

Week 4-5 superheroes



Explorers 



All about the world 

Hooks: Space ship crash, map work with beebots, Easter egg hunt 

Key titles: 
Space non- fiction texts, Beegu, The Way Back Home, Aliens love underpants, My first Atlas, Smeds and the Smoos,  
Easter story 

Week 1-2 Space

Week 3-5 Geography/countries of the world

Week 6-7 Easter



Amazing animals 



Amazing animals 

Hooks 
Visit to the farm, visit to the school from the zoo animals, caterpillars 

Key Titles: 
The emperor's egg, The blue penguin(CLPE), Walking through the jungle, the snail and the whale, The leopards drum (CLPE), The way back 
home, Handas Surprise, Meerkat Mail,  

Week 1 What the ladybird heard (CLPE)

Week 2 Farm and visit

Week 3 Minibeasts

Week 4 Meerkat mail

Week 5 Jungle 

Week 6 Comparing habitats

Week 7 Assessment week



Fantastic Journeys 



Fantastic journeys - Hooks 

Pirate day, Seaside role play (inside and out), Picnic to celebrate end of term. 

Key Titles 
Pirates love underpants, Captain Firebeard's School for Pirates, Ten little pirates 
Lost and found, Naughty bus (CLPE) 
The Rainbow Fish, Commotion in the Ocean, Shark in the Park, Surprising Sharks (CLPE) 
Teddy bears picnic 

Week 1 - 2 Pirates

Week 3-4 Journeys

Week 5-6 Summer/Transition

Week 7 End of term celebrations


